Sticky Stuff

This is a solution of violin rosin in acetone which allows a thin and even coating of rosin to be applied to the cottoning area of the string.

The coating remains effective for several cotton replacements and wear to the string due to rubbing with a rosin block is avoided.

Some players like to use it on the wheel rim .This gives a lot of grip to the wheel which plays very loudly  but tends to give a harsh quality of tone .

The fact it is in solution does mean no particles of rosin are applied and by burnishing the wheel  with a cloth after application, a fine polish can be worked up. This results in a very sweet tone while still keeping a good level of volume.

There are some precautions to be taken for the best results when applying to the strings :

1 Acetone is a very aggressive solvent which dries very quickly . This means the painted area will not feel sticky after about 1 minute. Cotton should not be applied if any stickiness is felt.

2 Care should be taken not to let any drop onto the wheel – there is no need to load the brush with the liquid so it should not be a problem but for security, it’s good to place a slip of paper between string and wheel rim during the procedure.

3 There is a risk that acetone will harm the finish so again, caution is needed.

 If any gets on the wheel, you get the opposite of a grease spot with a patch of the wheel sounding stronger. The remedy is to touch a block of wood wrapped with fine wet & dry abrasive to the wheel while turning. Continue offering a fresh abrasive surface until there is even drag .

To treat the wheel, turn the wheel at a normal playing speed, withdraw the brush from the bottle and immediately apply it to the wheel so you have one continuous stripe. Repeat this applying the brush to a different area of the wheel until you have the rim covered. Don’t move the brush from side to side on the wheel. You will end up with uneven thickness.

Immediately you have the rim covered, take a bit of clean lint free cloth and press it to the rim while turning the wheel quickly. The cloth should get warm. Continue till you see a shine develop on the rim and you’re done.

